THE TRUE GEORGE WASHINGTON

he never turned out of mornings until the sun had
warmed the earth, and if he did not, the negros
would not" His chief overseer was directed to
" Let Mr. Crow know that I view with a very evil
eye the frequent reports made by him of sheep dy-
ing; . . . frequent natural deaths is a very strong
evidence to my mind of the want of care or some-
thing worse."

Curious distinctions were made oftentimes. Thus,
in the contract with an overseer, one clause was in-
serted to the effect, " And whereas there are a num-
ber of whiskey stills very contiguous to the said Plan-
tations, and many idle, drunken and dissolute People
continually resorting to the same, priding themselves
in debauching sober and well-inclined Persons, the
said Edd Voilett doth promise as well for his own
sake as his employers to avoid them as he ought/1
To the contrary, in hiring a gardener, it was agreed
as part of the compensation that the man should
have " four dollars at Christmas, with which he may
be drunk for four days and four nights ; two dollars
at Easter to effect the same purpose; two dollars at
Whitsuntide to be drunk for two days ; a dram in the
morning, and a drink of grog at dinner at noon.1'

With more true kindness Washington wrote to
one of his underlings, " I was very glad to receive
your letter of the 3ist ultimo, because I was afraid,
from the accounts given me of your spitting blood,
. . . that you would hardly have been able to have
written at all. And it is my request that you will
not, by attempting more than you are able to
undergo, with safety and convenience, injure your-en infirmI know not a negroest Indies/' Sometimes only
